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Reflections on the Upsurge of MOOC
Jon Baggaley

(Cenire for Distance Education Athabasca University Alberta Canada)

Abstract: This is a postscript to an article about the evolution of the massive open online courses or MOOC (Baggal—
ey 2013b). In the brief space and time between the previous article’ s completion and publication attitudes to the
MOOC appear to be changing rapidly. The current follow — up discusses the rejection of key MOOC principles by Har—
vard University and its replacement by small private online courses (SPOCs) not obviously different from the online
education offered by distance education institutions since the mid — 90s. The article also presents evidence suggesting
that the previous widespread acceptance of MOOCs has more myths than realities.
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